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promulgated tlie Declaration of Independence.1 Their
early days of married life must have been passed in
an extreme frugality, for my father was one of a
large number of children, and, brought up on a
farm, learned the trade of ship-carpenter, which he
alternated, as was generally the habit of the young
men of the New England coast, with fishing on the
banks of Newfoundland in the cod-fishing season.
Having, in addition, a share of the Yankee invent-
iveness, he became interested in the perfecting of a
fullingumachine, to introduce which into what was
then the West, he made a temporary residence in
New York State, at the old Dutch town of Sche-
nectady, at that time the entrepot of commerce
between the Eastern cities and New York, and the
Northwest. TJtica was then a frontier settlement,
Buffalo an outpost in the wilderness, and, the
country having barely recovered from the war of
1812-15 between the United States and England,
enterprise and exploration had just begun to push
through the thin lines of settlements along the val-
leys of the Mohawk and upper Hudson, westward by
Buffalo and the great lakes to Ohio (then the Far
West), and northward to the valley of the St. Law-
rence. Schenectady was the distributing point of
this wagon-borne commerce and movement until the
completion of the Erie Canal, which, down to my
own period of recollection, was the quickest channel
of communication westward, with its horse " pack-

1 Mr. Ward died just before the signing of the Declaration, so that
his name does not figure in the list of signers.o the convention which drew up and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